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WELCOME TO GOLDEN HILL STEINER SCHOOL FOR 2009
On behalf of Teachers, Council & Sabine we extend a warm welcome to all our 
parents and students, especially those new to our Steiner Community! We look 
forward to our 21st year as a year of celebration and of course coming of Age!

 A HUGE THANK YOU...

 to Sue Mills who has very ably and diligently 
created The Golden Quill over the past few 
years! We sincerely appreciate your massive 
contribution to our Steiner Community!

Thank you Sue.

A Big Warm Steiner Community Welcome to;-

Inge, Amelia & Rosemary, Jarrah, Katherine, 
Imogen, Rosemary, Olive, Sil, Eilantha, Jack, Ava, 
Kade, Iyke, Onanyna, Ruri, Jasmine, Christopher & 
Charlie.

DATES TO REMEMBER
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING Sunday 8th 
March at 9.30am

BUSY BEE - March 14th 9-12

SCHOOL PLAY - April 9th 6.30ish

AGM March 22nd 11.30am followed by BBQ/
Shared Plate

OUR HUMBLE BEGINNINGS...

In this, our 21st year as the Golden Hill Steiner 
School we pay homage to our dedicated 
visionaries! Our forefathers who saw the big 
picture a world where children are educated 
holistically - head, heart and hands.

WE WARMLY WELCOME CHRISTINE 
BLAMEY & SUSAN McCAUGHTRIE

We are delighted to warmly welcome 
Christine Blamey back to Golden Hill, 
having taught a Class One group 
here in 2006, she then returned to 
teaching in state schools while also 
beginning Steiner teacher training with 

Rudolf Steiner College in Perth. Last year Christine 
taught year two at Denmark primary school, and 
her reputation in the Denmark community as an expert 
teacher of young children has led to many new 
enrolments for our Class One of 2009. She now has 
a total of fifteen eager children to guide and nurture 
through their first years of school. Christine is deeply 
committed to teaching out of Anthroposophy and she 
also brings almost forty years of teaching experience to 
the position. Since the early 1980's Christine has taught 
mainly in specialist language development centres 
giving her a high level of skill in teaching oral language 
and literacy. In her own time, Christine has many varied 
interests outside school including choral singing, circle 
dancing, horticulture and reflexology and is a member 
and volunteer for Denmark Arts. A self-described 
"Mother Hubbard", Christine brings a quiet wisdom and 
calming presence to our school and we feel blessed 
that she has joined us on our journey. Christine, we 
wish you all the best in your years with your lovely 
class.
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School Community, Denmark, Western Australia 

“The need for imagination, a 
sense of truth and feeling of 
responsibility, these are the 
three forces which are the 
very nerve of education” 
 
Rudolf Steiner
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We extend a very warm 
welcome to Susan 
McCaughtrie who comes to us 
all the way from Hillston NSW. 
Susan is well travelled having 
previously spent time in 

Istanbul and prior to this at the Kibbutz Yiftah. Susan 
enjoys long walks and cycling, including a cycling trip 
around Asia. Susan has a  great love of music and last 
year she attended and participated in the 
Anthroposophical youth Conference led by Jennifer 
Kornberger as well as attending the performance of Bee 

Master. Since arriving in Denmark Susan has begun her 
Masters in Educational Research with a focus on the 
benefits of Steiner Education and lifting our Steiner 
image. Susan joins us with her partner of 14years Luke 
Gaudry a fellow musician and songwriter. Welcome 
Susan and may 2009 be yet another wonderful adventure 
for you!

IS THIS YOU...
well no, as we can clearly see its 
Sabine, however what we really 
would like to do is find another 
Sabine! To clarify we are looking 
to employ a Registrar/Office 
Assistant to work in conjunction 
with Sabine in the office. You 
will need to have good 
organisational skills, very people 
friendly, good computer skills but 
above all a truly beautiful person!

We are also looking to employ 
someone for around 8 hours per 
week in the capacity of Personal 
Relations & Marketing. Once 
again you will need good 
organisational skills, very people 
orientated, able to delegate (with 
love) and especially be full of 
energy, enthusiasm and Spirit!

For more details please call in to 
the office and see Sabine.

HELP! We need somebody,not 
just anybody!!

Request for someone to take on 
the role of Head Research 
Officer  for new playground 
equipment.

School Councillors to spread the 
enormous, but very rewarding, 
job of keeping the school 
functioning!

Although both these jobs are 
unpaid they are highly 
rewarding!

CALLING ALL COFFEE 
ROCKS...

Please tell your humans to bring 
you in to line the garden at the 
front of the school (the circle as 
you drive in).

A QUIET CUPPA                 
Does anyone have, or will you 
keep an eye out for, an 
attractive outdoor table & 
chairs to put outside the old 
shop? Some place to sit and 
have a quiet cuppa!

Thanks The Teachers

KARRI KINDY
Good morning dear earth
Good morning dear sun
Good morning dear stones
And dear flowers everyone
Good morning dear beasts
And dear birds in the tree
Good morning to you
And good morning to me
This is the verse we speak each 
morning in kindergarten to 
acknowledge each of the four 
kingdoms minerals, plants, animals 
and humans, and the sun who gives 
us light and warmth, a beautiful 
reminder of our place in the world 
and connection to everything.
We would like to very warmly 
welcome the little ones who have 
joined us in our lovely garden for 
children, and their families. They 
are; Blair, Citrine, Lauren and 
Indahly (K4), Briar,Dusky and 
Nammu (K5). Congratulations to 
Ellen and family on the birth of 
Zephyr Wren and to Eden and family 
on the birth of  Ruby Peaches. Next 
week we will welcome Merveena 
Reynolds who will be coming on 
Wednesdays for Eurythmy sessions 
with the five and six year-olds. 
Merveena has previously taught 
Kindergarten at Silver Tree Steiner 
School in Parkerville and specialises 
in Eurythmy, and we are very happy 
that with her move to Porongorup, 
she is available to offer this 
wonderful experience to our 
children. 
Warm wishes to all in our school 
community for a wonderful term,
Denise
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F P S
Family Participation 
Scheme

Our school is blessed 
with many creative, 
skillful parents.  Our
family participation 

scheme helps us to meet many items on our
wish list for keeping our school buildings and 
environment beautiful, and our school 
community vibrant.  Last year many wonderful 
parents helped us, and this year we look 
forward to building on our skill bank.There is a 
form for all parents who are new to the school, 
to let us know your skills.  This information is a 
wonderful asset to our school.  If you haven't 

already filled one in, please contact Deborah 
Devitt, organics_oneearth@aapt.net.au
or speak with Sabine in the office.

Each family in the school is asked to do 20hrs/yr  
helping in and around the school.
Alternatively families can choose to pay $200/yr
Projects that can be completed at home are 
also accepted.
Each family must attend one busy bee through 
out the year.
School councillors and group coordinators are 
deemed to have met their hours.
Record forms will be held in the office during 
normal office hours and they will also be 
available to fill in at busy bees.
It is each family’s responsibility to keep their 
record sheets up to date.

ENERGY & WATER   
EXPO

The Energy & Water EXPO (Sat 
Feb 28th & Sun Mar 1st) 
provides opportunities for the 
whole family to learn about solar 
and wind power generation, 
efficient home heating systems, 
insulation and ‘wise’ water 
management and more . 
Sustainable Home Tours will 
depart from the EXPO; these 
must be booked through the 
Denmark Environment Centre, 
Strickland Street. Thanks to our 
major sponsor Western Power 
and also to Water Corporation, 
Shire of Denmark and Green 
Skills for making this event 
possible.

THE EDUCATION TAX 
REFUND - GET 50% BACK!
Under the new Education Tax 
Refund, parents and others who are 
eligible can now claim 50% of their 
eligible education expenses up to 
$750 for primary students and 
$1500 for secondary students.

This means you could receive a 
refund each year of up to $375 for 
each primary and $750 for each 
secondary school student in your 
care. 

Are you eligible?
To be eligible you must have 
received Family Tax Benefit Part A 
for each child whose education 
expenses you wish to claim. You can 
also claim the Education Tax Refund 
if you were stopped from receiving 
Family Tax Benefit Part A because 
your child received any of the 
following:
Youth Allowance (student) aged 18
Disability Support Pension
ABSTUDY
the Veterans’ Children Education 
Scheme
the Student Financial Supplement 
Scheme
a scheme under s258 of the Military 
Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Act 2004 
an Australian Postgraduate Award.

Independent students are also 
eligible to claim.

What can you claim?
You can claim the purchase, lease, 
hire or hire-purchase costs, repairs 
and running costs of:  
laptops, home computers and 
associated costs — for example, 
internet and paper
educational software, printers, USB 
flash drives, disability aids to assist 
in the use of computer equipment for 
students with special needs
stationery and art supplies
school textbooks and associated 
learning materials
trade tools and safety equipment for 
secondary school trade courses. 

Some of the expenses you cannot 
claim include school fees or the cost 
of school uniforms, school 
excursions or travel to and from 
school, musical instruments or 
sporting equipment, clothing or 
footwear. For a more comprehensive 
list visit  HYPERLINK "http://
www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au" 
www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au 

When can you claim?
You can claim your education 
expenses in your 2009 tax return. If 
you do not have to lodge a tax 
return, you will be able to lodge a 
separate claim with the Tax Office 
from 1 July 2009. 

Remember, you need to keep all 
receipts for expenses you claim. 

http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
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FAREWELL DONNA It was with much sadness we said our final farewells 
to our dear Donna Sowman who came to us two 
years ago a fresh young teacher yearning to make a 
big difference. Donna achieved her goal leaving 
behind many friends within our school community, 
endearing herself to all.

We wish Donna & partner Matt all the very best as 
they begin their new life on the other side of 
Australia in Kyogle where they have bought a 
property on which to build their future!

BUILDING THE 
EDUCATION 
REVOLUTION

As you may already know this is 
an initiative from Prime Minister 
Rudd to boost jobs and invest in 
Australia’s long term future, our 
children! The Rudd Government 
will build or upgrade buildings in 
every one of Australia’s 9,540 
schools.

This brilliant offer from the 
Government happens to coincide 
with record student numbers of 
82 from Playgroup to Year 7. Our 
best in a number of years!

All perfect timing for building on 
our current school and initiating 
our future developments. Our 
school needs your help to ensure 
we make the most of this offer. 
Please join our ‘Grants’ sub-
committee - Chris & Toby 
Robins, Theresa Short & Rebecca 
Pampling.

PARKING

Parents, the parking area to 
the west of the office is 
reserved for kindergarten 
parents collecting their 
children only. 
All primary parents are asked 
to park in front of "Peppermint 
Cottage" playgroup,  (turn left 
immediately after entering the 
driveway). 
The school bus is unable to 
turn around if cars are parked 
where the "No Parking" signs 
are.
It is also quite unsafe for 
children to be walking across 
the carpark with lots of cars 
coming and going. Parents 
are asked to please come to 
the grassed area and meet 
their child. Also please be 
reminded that the speed limit 
in the school grounds at all 
times is 10km hour.  
Thankyou for your help with 
this.
The Teachers

DRESS CODE 
REMINDER

A friendly reminder to all parents 
and students to remember colour 
is a central theme in our 
education and is incorporated in 
our dress code. Students please 
wear only plain coloured tops 
with sleeves, no slogans, 
illustrations or logo’s. All 
clothing is to be in a clean, tidy 
condition, not torn or in a state of 
disrepair. All shorts, skirts, 
trousers and tracksuit pants are to 
be in plain colours and covered 
shoes must be worn at all times, 
as are hats. For further information 
please refer page 13 of the Parent 
Handbook.

ALSO...Please remember to 
feed your child thoughtfully! A 
car engine can not be expected 
to run at its optimum without 
the correct fuel. Neither can 
your child! A variety of fresh 
food in small portions will help 
your child to function at their 
very best!
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BUILD-IT-WITH-BALES HANDS ON STRAW BALE BUILDING 
WORKSHOP
Come along, bring your friends and family. Have fun and learn heaps!

Gary is a permaculture architect who operates Strawbale Constructions, an organisation which teaches, 
promotes, constructs, researches and provides information on straw bale construction. Lance is a passive 
solar house designer, permaculture teacher and implementer with 35 years experience in woodworking, 
furniture design, and integrative holistice landscape design and creation. Together Lance & Gary have 
formed the Straw Bale Building Trust, which has run Build-It-With-Bales Workshops since 1997.

Everything you need to know to get you started building your own energy efficient straw bale house, chalet, 
or chook shed. Mornings are classroom-based theory; afternoons are hands-on, putting up bales and 
rendering to get a feel for the whole process.

The cost is $200 per person for the whole weekend. Concessions available. Contact Lance for more 
information or to reserve a place on the course: Ph: 9757 2816 Mob: 0428120675 Email: 
freelance@westnet.com.au

Public Forum GM Crops the benefits and risks
The Speakers

Moe Parr of Indiana USA, sued recently by Monsanto who alleged he ‘aided, abetted and encouraged’ 
farmers to breach Monsanto’s patent by cleaning their seed.

and

Ross Murray - a third generation seed grower and grain cleaner from young, Saskatchewan, Canada

This public forum is a must for anyone, not just farmers, who are serious about finding out the perceived 
benefits and risks, costs, segregation of GM Crops, legal concerns and the market response to GM food.

ALBANY - Saturday 7th March 10-11.30am Scots Hall, 168 York Street (behind Scots Uniting church), 
Albany CONTACT: Karen Andersson: 08 98482397 (See also School Notice Board in front of the office

FOR SALE...

Fridge for $150.00, also

Eggs with lovely golden yolks!

Phone Karen & Ilan 0421784187

The deadline for the next newsletter is 13th March 2009. Please leave all contributions either in the office or email directly to 
ondy@t4.com.au. Please note all contributions will only be added at the discretion of the College of Teachers.

mailto:freelance@westnet.com.au
mailto:freelance@westnet.com.au
mailto:ondy@t4.com.au
mailto:ondy@t4.com.au

